
Cleaning up safely after a flood

Floodwater can contain lots of nasty bugs and hazards which can
contaminate your home and the things in it. 
Getting everything cleaned up and decontaminated safely will reduce the
risk of you and your whānau getting gastro (tummy bugs) issues, as well as
skin and eye infections. 
Drying out your property and belongings also prevents mould growing in
your home. Removing waste and debris and clearing stagnant water will
also prevent other health issues occurring. 
If you have contact with flood water, flooded property or items
contaminated with flood water, you should wash your hands with soap and
water and dry them thoroughly afterwards. You should also do this after
going to the toilet and before preparing or eating any food. 

If your property was flooded it’s important to drain, dry and clean
it up as quickly as possible.

Wear rubber gloves, sturdy footwear,
a long-sleeved top and trousers.
Put on a face mask (such as blue
surgical mask used for COVID-19).
Cover any cuts and grazes you may
have to avoid infection.
Ensure you have a shovel to remove
any debris and sewage from your
property, and use bin bags for waste.
Avoid bringing footwear and clothing
into the house that has been in
contact with waste and debris, until it
has been thoroughly disinfected.

Personal safety

Before you start cleaning up you should
put on protective clothing and ensure
you have suitable gear:

Do not enter your property if you're
told it's unsafe.
If your gas meter has been affected
by water or debris, contact your gas
supplier before entering your
property.
Keep children and animals away
from flooded areas until they have
been cleaned and made safe.
Contact your insurer and landlord
before you start work.
Take photos and videos of the
damage and anything that needs to
be thrown away before starting the
clean-up, for insurance purposes
and in case you need to show your
property manager or landlord.

Building safety & preparations

Before cleaning up

While it is important to drain, dry and clean your property as soon as possible, you
should also make sure it is safe to enter and you are suitably protected.
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Qarauni ni kakana e vale ni oti 
na Cagilaba o Gabrielle

Na tikidua qo ena vakarautaka na itukutuku ni qarauni ni kakana vei ira na lewenivanua 
e tarai ira na waluvu kei na boko ni livaliva e vakavuna na cagilaba o Gabrielle.

Kakua ni kania na kakana e 
vakaleqai ena waluvu
• Na waluvu e rawa ni wakivata tu kei na wai ni 

valelailai; manumanu ni mate, manumanu 
ca, na duka; wainimate me vaka na kena 
e vakamatea na manumanu lalai, kena e 
savata na kaukamea, na benisini; kei na veika 
me vaka na tikitiki ni iloilo kei na benu.

• Ena vuku ni ituvaki qori, mo kua ni kania gona 
e dua na kakana e mai vakaleqai ena waluvu. 
Na kakana kece e vakacacani (vakavo ga na 
kena e tawaitini) e dodonu mera biu laivi, wili 
kina na tavaya ni gunu e dola ena liga kei na 
kakana e tawa ena koniteina.

• Na tini e se bera ni dola me sava vakavinaka 
ena wai savasava kei na sovu ni bera ni 
dola se vakayagataki. Vakamamacataka 
vakavinaka kevaka era maroroi tiko mera 
kakua ni veveka. Biuta laivi na tini kakana 
e kabibi, vakabibi ena gusuna se kena sa 
veveka vakalevu.

• Kevaka sa soli vei iko na kakana, mo kila ni 
kau mai na vanua e sega ni vakacacana na 
waluvu.

Kakana ena katoniwaicevata
Ni sa waqa tale na livaliva, raica na kakana ena 
nomu katoniwaicevata.
• Kevaka e se laurai tiko ga ni se cevata (me 

vaka beka, kevaka e se cevata kaukaua tu ga) 
qai sega ni vakacacani na kena iolo se tadola 
kena pakete, o rawa mo biuta tu ga e loma 
me vakacevatataki tale.

• Ke sa malumu na kakana ni sa waicala, mo 
kua ni vakabatabataka tale.

• O rawa ni maroroya se vakayagataka na 
kakana sa sega ni batabata kevaka e se 
vinaka na kena irairai qai sega ni boi. Me 
vakabatabatataki tiko ga (ena katoniwaililiwa) 
me yacova ni ko sa vakarau kania se 
vakasaqara.

Leqa ni livaliva: Na cava me na caka  
ena kakana ena nomu 
katoniwaililiwa kei na 
katoniwaicevata.
Ni sa boko na livaliva, qo na ka mo cakava mo 
kakua kina ni tauvimate mai na kakana e sega ni 
taqomaki:
• Kania na kakana ena rawa ni ca totolo – me 

vakataka na madrai, lewe ni manumanu, 
draunikau, kei na kakana me vaka na sucu 
se bata – baleta ni na sega ni rawa ni tiko 
vakabalavu.

• Ena gauna ni boko ni livaliva, kua ni dolava 
vakawasoma na nomu katoniwaililiwa 
me vukea na kena batabata tiko ga. Na 
katoniwaililiwa e sega ni dola ena rawa ni 
maroroya na batabata ena loma ni 4 na aua.

• Ena batabata vakabalavu na katoniwaililiwa 
kevaka era sa sinai tu (2 ina 4 na siga), ia 
kevaka era sega ni sinai sara (1 ina 2 na siga). 
O koya gona, biuta tu ga na kakana era sa 
cevata tu ena katoniwaililiwa kevaka e rawa.

• Me iotioti sara ni ka o kania na kakana tawa 
itini se na kena e sega ni ca totolo e maroroi 
ena kovate. 
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Kakana ena nomu iteitei
• Ke dua na nomu loga kakana draudrau 

se loga vuata, kakua ni kania na kakana 
draudrau se vuanikau e luvu se lakova na wai 
ni waluvu.

• Samaka ka kauta laivi na benu mai na nomu 
iteitei ka vakamirika kina na lime, kevaka e tiko.

• Na vuanikau lakova ga na uca qai sega ni 
tara na waluvu, e rawa ni laukana ni sa sava 
oti vakavinaka.

Kauaitaka vakabibi na savasava ni 
o vakarautaka se vakasaqara na 
kakana
Na kena kauaitaki na savasava ena kena 
vakarautaki na kakana kei na vakasaqa e se bibi 
dina me rawa ni o bulabula vinaka kina kei ira na 
wekamu.
• Mo dau savata na ligamu, kevaka e rawa, 

vakamamacataka ni bera ni o vakarautaka 
na kakana – kevaka e lailai na wai, maroroya 
eso ena dua na beseni e vakawainimate.

• Raica me savasava na iyaya kece ni valenikuro 
kei na vanua e vakarautaki kina na kakana ni 
bera kei na gauna e vakarautaki oti kina.

• Vakasaqara vakavinaka na kakana

Savasava qai taqomaki memu wai 
ni gunu
Mo raica kevaka e tiko na ivakasala ena nomu 
yasayasa ena kena vakasaqari na wai. O na 
gadreva na wai savasava mo vakasaqa kina, 
savata na veleti, mo savata tale ga na ligamu.
Kevaka e sega na wai savasava ena paipo:
• E rawa ni o vakayagataka na wai ena bola wai 

katakata , wai ena taqe ni valelailai – kevaka 
e mani sega ni tiko kina na wainimate ni 
valelailai - se wai ena tavaya.

• Mo vakasaqara se vakasavasavataka rawa na 
wai ni bera ni vakayagataki ena vakarautaki ni 
kakana me kua ni veidewavi kina na matetaka 
kei na manumanu ni mate ena kakana. Mo 
vakasaqara tale na wai kevaka e sega ni 
vakayagataki ena loma ni 24 na aua.

• Kevaka o sega ni rawa ni vakasaqara 
na wai, vakayagataka na wainimate ni 
vakasavasavataki ni wai se bleach me 
savasava kina na wai me gunuvi. Biuta e 5 
na titiri ni wai ni bleach e dau vakayagataki e 
vale ena dua na lita na wai (se veimama na 
itaki ti me 10 na lita) qai biuta me 30 na miniti. 
Kakua ni vakayagataka na bleach e vakaiboi 
se vakaisaluaki, se kena e vakayagataki ena 
isulu se wakivata kei na so tale na ka – e rawa 
ni vakavu tauvimate.

www.mpi.govt.nz/funding-rural-support/
adverse-events/food-safety-in-natural-

disasters-and-emergencies/
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Kevaka o via kila eso tale na 

itukutuku
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Biu laivi ni kakana
Viritaka laivi ke o vakatitiqataka na kena vinaka. 
Na kakana kece e ca totolo ena sega ni vinaka 
me laukana ke tara na katakata lai vakavuna me 
curuma na manumanu ni mate qai vagaga na 
kakana.
• Sa boi beka se duatani na kena irairai 

na kakana ena nomu kotoniwaililiwa se 
katoniwaicevata? Sa veisau beka na kena 
roka, se sa bota? Ke vakakina, e sa na rairai ca 
qai dodonu me biu lavi.

• Biuta laivi na kakana kece (vakavo ga na kena 
e tawaitini) kei na wai ni gunu e lakova na 
waluvu, wili kina na veika e tiko ena tavaya e 
dola na liga se maroroi tu ena kena koniteina.

• Biuta na benu ni kakana ena taga ni benu me 
kua kina ni sosovi lago se kania na kalavo.

Kumuni ni kai moana
• Kakua ni kumuna na kakana bula mai na 

wasawasa ni oti ga na e dua na draki ca levu, 
ni rawa ni vakacacani na sasalu ni waitui ena 
wai ni waluvu ni wakivata tu kei na benu ni 
valelailai.

• Kakua ni kumuna e dua na ika mate se 
kaikoso era tu ena baravi, se mani vakacava 
sara na kedra irairai bulabula, ni rawa nira tiko 
kina na manumanu ni mate e veivakaleqai.

E bibi me qarauni vinaka na kakana donuya 
na gauna ni leqa tubukoso kei na gauna sa oti 

kina. Na Tabana ni Veitaqomaki ni Matanitu ena 
vakarautaka eso tale na itukutuku ni veika me 

caka. Rai ena www.civildefence.govt.nz/

Lavetaki mai na Minisitiri ni Qaravi ni manumanu kei na Teitei


